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Course Description:  
 
Europe currently faces a number of difficult challenges. Excessive government spending together 
with monetary union has created a sovereign debt crisis that threatens to plunge the entire 
continent into an economic depression. Large numbers of immigrants and asylum-seekers from 
the developing world have opened (or possibly just shed light on) deep social and ethnic 
divisions with European societies. Even though it has not yet achieved democratic legitimacy, 
the European Union has assumed authority over a large number of policy areas. Europe’s powers 
continue to try and figure out their collective role in the international arena. Such issues have the 
potential of fracturing the partnerships and alliances that have been formed in Europe since 
World War II. Yet, the European people and their leaders have (for the most part) continued to 
work together in pursuit of solutions. And each European country brings a unique perspective to 
the table. Europe thus offers an amazing laboratory for social scientists interested in studying 
how different states and cultures cooperate to solve common problems. The purpose of this 
course is to gain a better understanding of some of the challenges in Europe by discussing their 
origins and possible outcomes. Toward that goal, we will some of the broader conditions that 
unite and divide the European continent, including the social and cultural heterogeneity of the 
European people, the historical conflicts, and the distinctive political and institutional 
arrangements that have emerged in modern Europe. 
 
Required Texts: 
 
Sheehan, James. J. 2009. Where Have All the Soldiers Gone? The Transformation of Modern 
Europe. Houghton Mifflin. ISBN-10: 0547086334 
 
Laqueur, Walter. 2009. The Last Days of Europe: Epitaph for an Old Continent. Thomas Dunne 
Books. ISBN-13: 978-0312541835 
 
Maas, Willem. 2007. Creating European Citizens. Roman and Littlefield. ISBN-13: 978-
0742554863 
 
Markovits, Andrei S. 2007. Uncouth Nation: Why Europe Dislikes America. Princeton 
University. ISBN-13: 978-0691122878 
 

mailto:nijclark@ou.edu


Siedentop, Larry. 2002. Democracy in Europe. Columbia University Press. ISBN-13: 978-
0231123778 
 
Kagan, Robert. 2004. Of Paradise and Power: America and Europe in the New World Order. 
Vintage. ISBN-13: 978-1400034185 
 
Selected readings available for download on D2L.  
 
 
Assessment: 
 
 10% - class attendance and participation  
 15% - first exam 
 15% - second exam    
 25% - final examination 
 10% - proposal and bibliography   
 25% - final paper  
  
 
Final Paper: 
 
For the final paper, you should select a topic focused on Europe from one of the following fields: 
political science, economics, sociology, public policy, or law. You should then identify 3-4 
academic articles about your topic that have been published in peer-reviewed journals. Each 
article needs to have been published in the last ten years. The instructor can assist you in finding 
these journals upon request. Prior to selecting the topic, you may want to conduct a preliminary 
investigation of academic research that has been conducted in your field of interest.  
 
The paper should compare and contrast the different articles. The first part of the paper should 
summarize each article separately. Each summary should identify the central question and theory 
of the article, evaluate the plausibility of the theory, discuss whether the article uses appropriate 
methods and provides sufficient evidence, and offer suggestions for improving on the research 
design. The second part of the paper should synthesize the information from all the articles. 
What does the body of research collectively tell us about your chosen topic? The final part of the 
paper should outline your own research design to address a question related to this topic. What 
question would you ask and what theory would you formulate in response to the question? How 
would you go about testing your theory? What data or evidence would you gather? 
 
The paper should be 10-15 pages, double-spaced, with normal margins (one inch of space 
between the text and the edge of the paper). You should submit copies of all of the articles along 
with the paper. Please note that you must submit a proposal of the topic that will be explored and 
a bibliography at earlier points in the semester.   
 
Some example journals from political science: West European Politics, British Journal of 
Political Science, European Journal of Political Science, European Union Politics, Journal of 
Common Market Studies, German Politics, and Comparative Political Studies 



Grading Scale: 
 
The numerical equivalents of the letter grades are: 
 
A+ = 98%-100%  C+ = 78%-80%  F = 60% or below 
A = 93%-98%   C = 73%-78% 
A- = 90%-93%  C- = 70%-73% 
B+ = 88%-90%  D+ = 68%-70% 
B = 83%-88%   D = 63%-68% 
B- = 80%-83%  D- = 60%-63% 
 
 
General Business: 
 
Please note that class attendance is mandatory. You may miss two classes without providing an 
excuse. The class participation grade will be reduced by 7 points for every additional class 
missed, unless due to one of the following two exceptions. If you miss class due to a medical 
reason and provide documentation from a medical practitioner, your absence will be excused 
without any penalty. Any absences that result from religious observances shall also be excused 
without any penalty. Anything covered in class lectures or assigned readings may be part of the 
examinations. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out anything covered in class 
from another student. Please contact me immediately if you will need to miss class at any time 
during this semester. 
 
All assigned readings are required. The texts are all available for purchase through the OU 
bookstore. Other selected readings will be available for download on D2L. The lectures will, at 
times, overlap with the readings, but will often include content not in the readings. The 
examinations may cover anything from both the lectures and the readings.  
 
Any student with a disability that may prevent you from fully demonstrating your abilities should 
contact me as soon as possible so that we can make accommodations necessary to ensure full 
participation and facilitate your educational opportunities. Students with disabilities must be 
registered with the Disability Resource Center prior to receiving accommodations in this course. 
The Disability Resource Center is located in Goddard Health Center, Room 166. The phone 
number is 405-325-3852 and the web page is http://www.ou.edu/drc/home.html  
 
Make sure that you include proper citations in any written or oral work. Plagiarism will result in 
a failure for that assignment, referral to the administration and other potential consequences, as 
well other forms of academic misconduct such as cheating. Please consult A Student’s Guide to 
Academic Integrity for more information on academic misconduct and for examples of 
plagiarism: http://integrity.ou.edu/students_guide.html If you have any questions about what 
constitutes plagiarism, please contact me or the OU Writing Center at 405-325-2936.    
 
Please do not hesitate to ask questions, introduce discussion points, articulate your opinions and 
comment on the reading materials. I reserve the right to move around different topics and 
assignments on the syllabus in consultation with the class.  

http://www.ou.edu/drc/home.html
http://integrity.ou.edu/students_guide.html


Schedule: 
 
Day Topic Readings 
January 15 Introduction to Course  

 
 

January 17 State and Nation-Building in Early Modern Europe 
 

Sheehan Prologue, Chapter 
1  

January 22 The Role of Conflict Sheehan Chapters 2 and 3 

January 24 World War 2 
 

Sheehan Chapter 6 

January 29 The Rise of the Civilian State Sheehan Chapters 7 and 8 
 

January 31 The Origins of the European Union  
 

Laqueur Chapter 3 

February 5 Theories of European Integration  
 

Gabel article  

February 7 EU Institutions  
 

 

February 12 
 

First Exam   

February 14 Defining the Democracy Deficit  
 

Siedentop Chapters 1-3 

February 19 Solving the Deficit   Siedentop Chapters 6-7 

February 21 Mechanisms of European Citizenship 
 

Maas Chapters 1-2 

February 26 Obstacles to European Citizenship 
Proposal due at the start of class 

Maas Chapter 5-6 and 
Conclusion  

February 28 Democratic Transitions and Eastern Europe 
 

 

March 5 Eastern Enlargement  
 

Van Oudenaren reading 

March 7 Failures of European Integration  
 

Laqueur Chapter 6 

March 12 Review and Class Discussion  
 

 

March 14 Second Exam  
 

 

March 16-24 Spring Break 
 

 

March 26 Immigration and Europe 
 

Laqueur Chapters 1-2 

March 28 Politics and Policymaking of Immigration 
 

Sniderman article  

April 2 EU Security Dependency  
Bibliography due at the start of class 

Kagan pp. 4-105 

April 4 Common Foreign and Security Policy  
 

 



April 9 Review and Class Discussion 
 

 

April 11 European Welfare States  
 

Esping Anderson 
Introduction and Chapter 1 

April 16 Problems with the Welfare State 
 

Laqueur Chapter 4 

April 18 Monetary and Fiscal Policy in the EU  
 

 

April 23 European Debt Crisis 
 

Eichengreen and 
Featherstone articles  

April 25 History of EU/US Relations 
 

Markovits Chapter 2 

April 30 Souring of EU/US Relations 
 

Markovits Chapter 4 

May 2 Review and Class Discussion  
Final Papers due at the start of class  

 

May 6 
8 AM-10 AM 

Final Examination   

 
 
 
 
 


